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EDITORIAL 


Shall We Have 
Women Elders? 


The coming General Assembly will be 

called upon to vote whether local churches 
' may elect women elders if they so desire. 

It is the feeling of this Journal that such a 
step is un-Scriptural, and therefore unwise. 

We would solicit letters from our readers 
on this subject pro or con. Letters must 
be limited to 200 words and insofar as 
space permits will be printed in one issue 
of the Journal. At the same time we will 
give our reasons for feeling such a step 
unwarranted.—Ed. 


The Justice of God 


Perhaps, we conservatives in our classical the- 
ologies pushed the justice of God too far, or 

uated it too exactly with the teachings of 
Greek philosophy and of Roman law. At any 
rate the liberal movement in its sundry repre- 
sentatives went far in its reaction against that 
Justice and against the legal or forensic element 
in Protestant dogmatics. There were not only 
Ritschl in Germany and Bushnell in the United 
States, there was as well a milder movement in 
that direction which carried with it, to some 
extent, even such scholars as Westcott and Hort 
and Dodd. Another look at the New Testament 
may not be amiss. 


In Romans 13 the Apostle gives at least a 
provisional approval even of Roman _ justice. 
And this Roman justice was formed, at least 
in part, by influences from the Greek and Ro- 
man philosophers. Even the Roman Emperor 
and his governors are ministers of God punish- 
ing the evil doers and praising the good. Be- 
cause there is a measure of right even in the 
Roman concept of justice the Apostle can be 
understood as he reasons of righteousness and 
of judgment to come. 
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Over and above the Roman judgment, how- 
ever, the Apostle places the judgment of Chris- 
tians, I Cor. 6. The Christians are to judge the 
world and even to judge angels: therefore their 


judgment is higher than the judgment of Rome. 


Touched by Christ, our Christian judgment 


stands on a higher level than that of the natural © 


philosophers. 


Yet over and over again, the New Testament 
writers lift our eyes above the judgment even 


of believers and turn them to God. The Apos- 


tle bids us not to judge another’s servant. He 
even turns from his judgment of his own con- 
science upon himself tothe judgment of God. 
We shall all stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ to render account of the deeds done in 
the flesh. According to John, our Lord stated 


that the Father had given all judgment to the 


Son because He was the son of man. Not blind 
discarnate justice, but our flesh and_ blood 
brother has all judgment committed to Him. 
More than that, this Elder Brother is our 
Saviour. In love He has come and vindicated 
the righteousness of God in forgiving believers 
on the ground of His own obedience and death 
in our stead. Even for the all-wise God, it 
took the Cross of Christ to put mercy and jus- 
tice perfectly together. —W.C.R. 


Some_Simple Answers to 
Some Profound Questions 


A patient lay on a stretcher about to be 
wheeled into the operating room. His face was 
glowing with a new-found happiness and he 
remarked: “Last night my minister came to see 
me and I accepted Christ. Now I know I am 
saved.” 


A passing doctor, an educated and cultured 
man, heard this remark and later asked this 
question: “Just what did that man mean?” 
‘What does it mean to ‘be saved’?”’ 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


ll 
al 
I 
\ 


We happened to know that this man has a 
son, an only son, a student at a state university, 
and this answer came to mind: “Suppose that 
got in serious trouble down at the 
university and severe punishment had to be 
administered. ‘Then suppose it were possible 
for you to go down and say to the authorities, 
‘I know that has gotten in trouble, 


and I know he deserves the punishment. But, 


I want to take it for him. I want to stand in 
his place with you’. That is just what Christ 
did for you on the Cross. When you admit 
your own sin and accept that which He has done 
for you as your Substitute then you can truly 
say, ‘I am saved’ | 

Or, another question, recently raised by a 
prominent business man: “What is meant when 
preachers say, ‘Christ died for our sins’?” 


This simple story may suffice as an answer: 


Years ago a white man ran from a raging prairie: 


fire and stumbled into an Indian village. He 
was surprised to see the Indians take fire and 
burn a wide-circle around their village. On 
being questioned their answer was: “The fire 
cannot come where the fire has already been.” 


What a perfect illustration of the Cross of 
Christ! ‘The judgment and punishment of sin 
was borne in Christ’s body on the Cross of 
Cavalry. Any one who accepts that which Christ 
did in his stead finds that he is freed from the 
guilt and consequences of sin. The fire of God’s 
righteous judgment cannot burn again on the 
Cross. Christ has taken our place. It is but for 
us to accept that which He has already done in 
our behalf. —L.N.B. 


LETTERS 
Sir: 

For some time I have been meaning to write 
about a problem that is not new but somehow 
seems to grow more “aggravated” with the pass- 
ing months. I have in mind a _ developing 
“bureaucracy” in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. As some of us were suggesting face- 
tiously, the goal of the Church seems to be a 
secretary for every member! You perhaps know 
better than I do, that most of these men who 
are being drawn into the secretaryships are from 
the liberal or ultra liberal element of the lead- 
ership of the Church. It is partly facetious, but 


also to some extent true that many of our young 
preachers, have it as thetr chief ambition to 
become a secretary of something or other... My 
question is, does the rank and file of us of the 
Church know of this tendency, if it is a tend- 
ency? Is it becoming an economic burden to 
the Church? Somewhat more important, should 
it be publicized for the rank and file? I per- 


‘sonally do not know the answer but many of 


us are puzzled and worried because of this par- 
ticular problem among others. 


A University Professor 


Reply— 


Do our readers agree with this observation. 
Please limit your replies to 200 words.—Ed. 


The following correspondence is being pub-— 


lished because it may be used to clarify the 
thinking of some of our readers. 


The writer of the two letters printed below 
has castigated us many times; often in language 
so incoherent and intemperate that we have 
marveled. We are sure he would be happy to 
include his name but we refrain from doing so 
because he is a minister and because we are 
concerned with the points involved, not in per- 
sonalities.—Ed. 


March 19, 1956 

Sir: 
It is enlightening to read your definite words 
entitled, “The Dilemma Admitted.” It seems 


to me that you have given an accurate diagnosis 
of the SPJ]. How? 


__According to an excellent medical diagnos- 
tician, who read your “The Dilemma Admitted,” 
the SPJ etiology is more-or-less simple. He says, 
“The SPJ finds itself unable or unwilling to 
meet the standards of Christian fellowship; 
therefore, they have either retrogressed to lower 
levels of Christian integration, or retreated from 
Christian principles by way of the schizophrenic 
escape technic.” (Refer to your own definition 
of schizophrenia in the SPJ). 


Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, gave an earlier 
etiology. The charge against the original SPJ 
(scribes) is that they are doctrinnatre and con- 
servative to the last degree. If you know your 
theology as well as you claim to know it in your 
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writings as a veritable one-man seminary, then 
you know our Lord’s ettology is correct! 


Further, the original SPJ (scribes and Phari- 
sees) are so much more partisan than pious. 
The more converted their converts become, the 
more perverted they are. Their slogan reads, 
“Devoted to the statement, defense and propaga- 
tion of Judaism, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints.” Sounds familiar? 


Who crucified our Lord? Ideas and attitudes 
of personalities among the original SPJ-ers. In 
the words of the Negro spiritual, “Were you 
there when they crucified my Lord?” Most of 
the “fundies” were! Those Play-Actors, how- 
ever, laid an egg; and, it wasn’t an Easter egg! 

Very sincerely yours, 


March 20, 1956 


May I suggest that you secure permission to 
reprint the column entitled, “Dodo,” in the 
March 21 issue of The Christian Century. If 
there is any cost attached, this is to say that 
I promise to send you ten dollars. The SPJ 
ought to welcome the opportunity to circular- 
ize the church with the “Dodo.” Thanks. 

Very sincerely yours, 


Reply 


Because of your incoherence and also your 
penchant for ad hominem arguments, rather than 
speaking to the issue in question, one wonders 
whether any good cause can be served by mak- 
ing a reply. 


Strange to say, some of the harshest critics 
of the Journal are extreme “Fundamentalists” 
with whom you class us. 


In our judgment “Fundamentalism”, in the 
sense with which you use the term “Fundies”, 
has failed in its witness to Christ because it 
has fought individuals and attacked personal- 
ities, rather than confine its witness to Christian 
truth. It has failed because it has been lacking 
in a fundamental characteristic of Christianity 
—love. It has failed because it has had a nega- 
tive and defensive attitude rather than a positive 
message. 


But, Modernism is failing, and in exactly the 
same way. It is failing because it also attacks 
individuals and _ personalities: impugning the 
honesty, truthfulness and trustworthiness of the 
inspired writers of Scripture. It has failed be- 
cause instead of putting the love of God first 
it has loved the human mind with its specula- 
tions, and the fruits of human achievement, more 
than divinely revealed truth. It has failed be- 
cause it too has had a negative message; denying 
~much in the Scriptures and substituting for the 
clear teachings of God’s Word another gospel 
which is not the Gospel. 
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Insofar as liberalism has sided with modern- 


ism it too has failed, and will continue to fail. | 


But, wherever the historic evangelical faith has 
been believed, lived and preached it has had 
power to win men and to bring them to a re- 
deeming experience with the living Christ. 


Actually, we are not “Fundies’” as you state, 
but evangelicals, holding to the historic Christian 
faith and to the Standards of our own Church. 
We also know that the truth can only be ef- 
fective when presented in honesty and in love. 


Yes, we have read the article about the “Dodo” 
to which you refer. But, do you not know that 
many in the camps of liberalism and modernism 
are now becoming increasingly aware of the fact 
that the deviations from biblical Christianity 
which they wittingly, or unwittingly espoused in 
the past are now becoming increasingly unten- 
able? There is no spiritual power when God’s 
Word is held up to question or ridicule and 
many honest men are now admitting it. 


William Hordern, professor of philosophy 
and religion at Swarthmore College and author 
of the recent book, A Layman’s Guide to Prot- 
estant Theology, recently said: ‘The older fun- 
damentalism presented the conservative faith in 
such a way that for most in my generation it 
was impossible to accept historic Christianity. 
It demanded that we sacrifice our intellectual 
integrity . . . Almost by default we became lib- 
erals. But by the time we started theological 
thinking, liberalism was already under attack 
from neo-orthodoxy, and its presuppositions 
were being undermined by the facts of life in 
the 20th century. Slowly, and usually painfully, 
we have found our way back to historic Chris- 
tianity, not because of fundamentalism, but in 
spite of it.” 


That liberalism as a whole has not returned 
to faith in a fully inspired and authoritative 
Bible is true. But, that such a trend is to be 
seen, and that it will inevitably increase, can be 
hopefully affirmed. The explanation of this is 
that honesty itself demands that we recognize 
divine revelation as transcendent to human rea- 
son. The Christian faith must, to be effective, 
be predicated on an act of faith more than on 
either deduction or experience. 


Actually, the “Dodo” is that theological lib- 
eralism which follows a mirage - a religion with- 
out power. 


One can but wonder if this and previous vio- 
lent reactions against some of our editorials does 
not stem from a slight pricking of conscience? 
In any case it is our hope, and also our prayer, 
that we together may do more to honor the 
One Whose Name we bear. L.N.B. 
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(From New Testament Evangelism, 
by Wade C. Smith) 


Lesson No. 133 
THE Hory in PERSONAL EVANGELISM 


“We have the Holy Spirit in our lives, or we 
are not Christians. ‘If any man have not the 
spirit of Christ, he is none of His’. The ve 
fact that we are born again is because the Spirit 
performed that miracle in our lives. If we would 
let the Spirit of God do what He wishes with 
our lives, every one would be an evangelist. 
Some think it ts the minister’s business. Others 
feel that we ought to import somebody from 
the outside. But if we will come to the place 
where the Spirit of God, filling and thrilling 
our hearts and lives, may have complete control 
over us, then each believer, realizing his body 
is the temple of the Spirit of God, will become 
an evangelist. 


“In studying the victories of evangelism I 
have come to the conclusion that the greatest 
victories in the Christian Church have come 
because ordinary, everyday church members have 
done their duty—have let God work through 
them.” —A. B. Strickland. 


Although several lessons will be devoted to 
the part of the Holy Spirit in soul winning, 
it cannot, of course, be exhaustive. Books and 
books have been written about the Holy Spirit. 
We may after thousands of years of further de- 
velopment of scientific knowledge and _ perfect- 
ing of telescopes and space recording missiles 
be able to measure the cubic space of the uni- 
verse, but we will doubtless never comprehend 
the infinite range and power of the Holy Spirit. 
However, for the purpose of this study we will 
deal with five known facts about Him in con- 
nection with the winning of souls to - Jesus 
Christ. Let us ask Him right here, as in every 
phase of this absorbing theme, to give us clear 
thinking and lead us in a plain path. 


Fact 1. The Holy Spirit convicts of sin. “It 
is expedient that I go away; for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if 
I go, I will send Him unto you. And He, when 
He is come, will convict the world in respect 
of sin, and of righteousness, and of Judgment” 
John 16:7,8 R.V. Conviction of sin is the first 
essential of conversion. Only the Holy Spirit 
can bring about that conviction. This should 
be constantly borne in mind; it would be fatal 
to the effort if we should lose sight of it. It is 
useless for the soul to try to lift itself by its 
own bootstraps. High idealism, study of nature 
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and science, moral codes and ethics and benevo- 
lent works are all very well, but these do not 
convert men to a saving faith in Jesus. A deep 
sense of one’s own sin and one’s own sinful 
nature is the only step to true repentance and 
the recognition of one’s need of a Saviour. ‘“Re- 
pentance unto life is a saving grace, wrought in 
the heart of a sinner by the Spirit and Word 
of God, whereby out of the sight and sense, 
not only of the danger, but also of the filthiness 
and odiousness of his sins, and upon the appre- 
hension of God’s mercy in Christ, to such as are 
penitent, he so grieves for and hates his sins, 
as that he turns from them all unto. God, pur- 
posing and endeavoring constantly to walk with 
Him in all the ways of new obedience.” 


If we are going out to win souls to Jesus 
Christ, this matter of the Holy Spirit’s part in 
it must be a settled fact in our minds, to be 
kept ever foremost in every step of the effort. 


‘(Next lesson: What the Holy Spirit does to 
the heart, and what He does with the Word.) 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, April 8, Mark 9:30-32. The disciples 
have learned that Jesus is the Christ (8:27-30) . 
‘They have beheld His glory on the mountain 
(9:2-8). Now He begins to teach them the pur- 
pose of His coming (8:31-33; 9:30-32). What 
effect did Jesus’ teaching on the cross have on 
the disciples (9:32)? Could it have been their 
basic selfishness and pride (vv. 33-34) that 
blinded them to Jesus’ teaching? What did 
Jesus prophesy in v. 31 aside from His arrest 
and death? Do you think the disciples were 
impressed with this third prophecy? Does your 
love for yourself or your desire for greatness 
in the eyes of others keep you from the lowly 
or painful tasks God would give you? Glorious 
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victories can often be found just beyond the 
darkest hours. 


Monday, April 9, Mark 16:1-8. It is only 
natural that those who were the most faithful 
to Christ while he lived (15:40-41) would be 
those most concerned for His burial arrange- 
ments (15:46-47; 16:1-2). What problem con- 
fronted them (v.3)? Try to feel as the women 
felt in vv.4-8. Sense the surprise at the stone 
being rolled away (v.4), at seeing the young 
man inside (v.5) - and then the startling news 
(vv.6-7). Is v. 8a a natural reaction? Account 
for 8b. Try to sense the wonder of the resur- 
rection as these women and the disciples first 
experienced it. 


Tuesday, April 10, John 20:11-18. Try to 
draw a mental picture of each action and emo- 
tion expressed in these verses. Begin with verse 
one. What time of day was it? Who was there? 
Why do you think it was Mary Magdalene, 
Peter and John who were present? What phrases 
describe the special relation that John had to 
Christ (vv.2a,8)? Peter (vv.4-7)? Mary (vv.1]1, 
13,15b) ? What words do you find in Jesus’ con- 
versation with Mary that depict the tenderness 
of the scene (vv.13-16)? What must there have 
been in Jesus’ voice when He called her name 
(v.16) that caused her to recognize Him? Jesus’ 
revealing of Himself to those who loved Him 
after the resurrection makes up some of history’s 
most hallowed moments. Equally hallowed will 
be the moment when you stand before Him in 
Heaven and look upon His face. 


Wednesday, April 11, Acts 2:14-24,36. Pente- 
cost had come and the Holy Spirit had been 
poured down upon the disciples (vv.1-4). The 
Christians were speaking all the known lan- 
guages of the world (vv.5-11). What reaction 
did the Jewish population have (vv.12-13) ? 
These Christians could not have been drunk 
since it was early in the morning and people 
did not drink till evening (v.15). What use 
of Scripture did Peter make in explaining this 
phenomenon (vv.16-21) and in the preaching 
which followed (vv.22-28) ? What central points 
in Christ’s ministry are emphasized in this first 
of the church’s preaching missions (vv.22-24, 
29-36) ? What were the results of Peter’s preach- 
ing (vv.37,41,43)? Here, then, are the secrets 
of the early church: _ the vital presence of the 
Holy Spirit, a relation to God that made people 
take notice, a belief in the Scriptures as authori- 
tative, the preaching of the cross and resurrec- 
tion. 


Thursday, April 12, Acts 10:34-43. Peter ad- 
dresses a group of Gentiles concerning the 
Christian Gospel. What facts do you find about 
Jesus’ life on earth? Who does Peter claim that 
Jesus is (vv.36b, 42,43) ? What message has Peter 
been commissioned to preach (vv.42,43)? Are 
you aware of the mission God has given His 
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Son to perform on the Last Day (v.42b)? Here 
is part of the wonder of our salvation—a 
Saviour who walked the earth (vv.37-38) , whose 
death solves the sin problem (v.43), who is 
Judge of the whole earth (v.42). Truly He is 
Lord of all (v.36b). 


Friday, April 13, I Corinthians 15:12-19. What 
was the nature of the heresy that had crept 
into the Corinthian Church (v.12)? What proof 
does Paul offer in this passage that the Christian 


can look with confidence to the resurrection of 


his body? Suppose Christ had never been raised 
from the dead (vv.14-15,17). Suppose we had 
no doctrine of the resurrection of the body 
(v.16). Revelation 21:3-4 tells something of 
what the resurrection of our bodies will mean 
to us. This hope rests on the sure fact of Easter 
morning. 


Saturday, April 14, I Corinthians 15:20-28. 
What is man’s plight without Jesus Christ 
(vv.21a,22a) ? What certain hope has the Chris- 
tian because Christ was raised (v.20)? When 
will this take place (v.23)? What else will hap- 
pen when Christ comes (vv.24-25)? What ulti- 
mate enemy will be defeated (v.26)? Verse 28 
is an uuteresting statement about Jesus’ rela- 
tion to the Father. Knowing that we have 
ultimate victory over death we, too, ought to 
be willing to submit ourselves completely to 
our heavenly Father. 


GOwWN 
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WANTED—Young minister or layman who would 
like to be in Church work as assistant to Pastor 
in visitation, extension work, and possibly preach- 
ing. Contact Rev. Wm. E. Hill, Jr., West End 
Presbyterian Church, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hope- 
well, Virginia. Phones: 5691, 6765. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR APRIL 15 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Courage Of The Early Christians 


Background Scripture: Acts 3 - 5 
Devotional Reading: Acts 4:1-12 


One of the outstanding characteristics of the early Christians was their Courage, or “Boldness,” 
as we have it expressed several times in these chapters. This boldness was the result of the presence 
and power—transforming power—of the Holy Spirit. Even the apostles were anything but “bold” 
before Pentecost. They forsook Him and fled; they were so discouraged and dismayed (shall we 
say) by His crucifixion and death that it was very hard to get them to believe the good news that 


He was alive. Their confidence and courage 
were somewhat restored during the forty days 
of His continuing with them and _ instructing 
them in the things pertaining to the Kingdom. 
It was only after the ten days of prayer-meeting, 
and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which 
we studied last Sunday, that this courage showed 
itself in any marked degree. Our Background 
Scripture is the whole of three chapters—in- 
tensely interesting and important chapters—and 
there are several different ways in which this 
courage manifests itself. This boldness was a 
mixture of Faith and Courage, for the one lies 
back of the other. 


I. The Courage (or Fatth) to perform Miracles 
of Healing: 3:1-11; 5:12-16. 


This “gift of healing’ was a part of their 
credentials. There are times when miracles are 
needed to prove that God’s messengers are in- 
deed sent by Him. This was one of those times. 
God can, of course, perform miracles at any 
time, and perhaps, if our faith were stronger, 
there might be more of these manifestations of 
supernatural power. Even Jesus, however, did 
not work miracles at all times, but only when 
there was a need for them, and some special 
purpose. Right at the start of the Christian 
Church there was need for some display of 
Power from on high, just as in the days of 
Christ’s ministry. The miracles of Jesus were 
“signs” that He was the One He claimed to be, 
and these miracles performed by the apostles 
and others were signs to the people that these 
men had the authority to preach and teach in 
the name of Jesus. 


Perhaps it might seem that in the working 
of these miracles there was more Faith than 


‘Courage; at least the faith part is more promi- 


nent. It takes ‘“‘boldness,” or Faith plus Cour- 
age, to say, “In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk.” That was a “bold” 
thing for Peter to say to the lame man who 
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lay at the beautiful gate of the temple. Faith 
is bold; it ventures out on the promises of 
God, and lays hold upon Almighty Power. This 
miracle had a tremendous effect upon the peo- 
ple. They “ran together,” filled with wonder 
and amazement. 


In chapter 5:12-16 we have a short summary 
of this miraculous power, very similar to the 
summaries of Jesus’ work. They brought forth 
the sick into the streets and laid them on beds 
and couches, that at the least the shadow of 
Peter passing by might overshadow some of 
them. They came from the cities round about 
Jerusalem bringing sick folks and those vexed 
with unclean spirits: “and they were healed 
every one.” It is no wonder that the people 
magnified them and that believers were the 
more added to the Lord, multitudes both of 
women and of men. We might ask, Why does 
not the Church have such power today? Part of 
the answer might be because of our lack of faith, 
or lack of closeness of walk with our Master. 
There may be several explanations. The most 
satisfactory to my own mind is that after the 
Church was established there was no longer 
need for them. There is an abundance of other 
evidence besides the healing of the body. God 
is working miracles of regeneration and soul 
saving all the time. Every “born again” Chris- 
tian is a “miracle” of divine grace. God does 
work special miracles of healing in answer to 
prayer. We have experienced this in our own 
home. 


II. The Courage to Preach the Truth: 
3:12-26; 4:8-12. 


1. Peter took advantage of the opportunity 
caused by the stir which followed the healing 
of the lame man to preach a courageous ser- 
mon to the people. He disclaims any power or 
holiness of their own as the cause of this mar- 
velous healing, and tells them very plainly that 
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it was through the name of Christ Whom they 
had killed, the Prince of Life. He tells them that 
he knows they did it through ignorance; never- 
theless they are guilty and must repent and turn 
from their sins. The “Times of refreshing” 
would come and Jesus Himself, whom the heav- 
ens must receive for a time, would come; the 
times of restitution of all things. Here was a 
splendid chance to “strike while the iron was 
hot,”’ and bear witness to the truth, and Peter 
took the occasion and used it most effectively, 
for the number of the men who believed was 
about five thousand. We can see how rapidly 
the Church was growing and can understand 
the consternation of the enemies of Christ, and 
the steps they took to put an end to such 
preaching. Peter was boldly laying the blame 
where it belonged, upon these rulers. ‘The Sad- 
ducees were very naturally the leaders in this 
opposition, for Peter was proclaiming the Res- 
urrection of Christ. 


2. His next brief, but pointed sermon, was 
preached to these rulers who had laid hands 
on them and put them in hold until the next 
day. They asked them, when they had set them 
in their midst, By what power, or by what 


name have ye done this? Peter, filled with the 


Moly Spirit, spoke very plainly, telling them 
that it was in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, that the man had 
been healed>—Then he quotes from Psalm 118 
to prove his point; This is the stone which 
was set at naught of you builders, which is 
become the head of the corner. Then he makes 
a statement of fundamental importance: 
‘Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” Christ, 
and Christ alone, is the Savior of the world. 
Here is both the “narrowness” and the “‘broad- 
ness’ of the Gospel. He alone can save; but 
He will save all who will come unto God by 
Him. Is it possible to believe that, if there 
had been any other “name,” or “way,” that 
God would have chosen this way of suffering 
and shame for His Beloved Son? In both these 
sermons we find a very different, and very bold 
Peter, who is ready to face people, and rulers. 


III. The Courage to Face Persecution: 
9:17-22. 


Jesus had told them that, “If they have per- 
secuted me, they will persecute you also,’ and 
that when they were brought before the rulers 
they would be given wisdom and words to an- 
swer ther. In the verses for our study we see 
how both the warning, and the promise were 
wee. 


1. At first the persecution was rather mild. 
The healing of the lame man and the sermon 
of Peter had made a tremendous impression 
upon the multitudes and the rulers were afraid 
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to be very harsh or violent in their efforts to 
stop them. So, after consulting among them- 
selves, they commanded them not to speak at 
all or teach in the name of Jesus. To this com- 
mand the apostles answered, “we cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen and 
heard.”” They further threatened them and let 
them go. They at once go to their company 
and report what the chief priests and elders 
had said. They lifted up their voices in praise 
and prayer, and the place was shaken and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost. 


2. The second persecution was led by the 
Sadducees who were filled with jealousy and 
laid hands on the apostles and put them in 
the common prison. The angel of the Lord 
came, opened the prison doors, and released 
the prisoners, and commanded them to go and 
stand in the temple and speak to the people 
the words of this life. When the officers came 
and did not find them in the prison they 
returned and told the rulers. ‘Then went the 
captain with the officers and brought them 
without violence because they feared they would 
be stoned by the people. The sermon of Peter 
cut them to the heart and they were minded 
to slay them, but Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, 
advised a policy of moderation. To this they 
agreed, but proceeded to beat the apostles and 
then commanded them again not to speak in 
the name of Jesus. They immediately disobeyed 
this order, and daily in the temple, and in 
every house they ceased not to teach and preach 


Jesus Christ. 


Ill. The Courage to Rebuke Sin in the Church: 
4:32-5:11. 


‘These verses give us two pictures. The first 
is a beautiful one of the life of sharing and 
fellowship which prevailed in the church. They 
sold their property and divided the proceeds 
among all the believers and they had all things 
common. The second picture grows out of the 
first, and it is an ugly one. Ananias and Sap- 
phira sold a possession and kept back part of 
the price, and brought the balance and _ laid 
it at the apostles’ feet, evidently claiming that 
they brought all of it. Peter told Ananias, 
“thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” 
He fell dead and was carried out and buried. 
When his wife came in, not knowing what had 
befallen her husband, Peter gave her an oppor- 
tunity to tell the truth, but when she also 
lied, the same dire punishment came on her. 
These two deaths caused “great” fear’ to come 
upon all the church. 


Jt takes courage to rebuke sin anywhere, but 
especially in the church. This looks like “pretty 
strong medicine,” but there was need for such 
a purge if the church was to preserve its purity 


‘in.life.. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 15 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Planning Family Life Together 


Hymn: “O For A Heart To Praise My God” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Ephesians 5:22-6:4 

Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour” 

Offering 

Hymn: “So Let Our Lips And Lives Express” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 
The family is God’s idea. It is His plan for 


then, for Christianity to have a vital interest 
in family life. The emphasis for our whole 
church in 1956 is on Christian Family Living, 
so it is most appropriate for us to consider this 
topic in our youth work. 


Everybody should know that good family life 
is something which does not “just happen.” The 
facts that people are called Christians, that they 
are closely related to each other, and that they 
live under the same roof and eat at the same 
table do not necessarily mean that they enjoy 
ideal Christian family life. The creation of real 
Christian family life calls for effort, planning, 
and dedication. Not all of the responsibility 
falls on the parents, but to some extent on each 
member of the family. In this program we shall 
investigate some of the ways by which we as 
young people can improve the quality of our 
family life. 


FIRST SPEAKER: 

One of the first things we can do is to recognize 
the importance of our home life. Most of us 
are inclined to take our families for granted. 
We accept the advantages afforded to us by our 
homes without giving it much thought at all. 
If there are aspects of our family life which 


we do not like, we may complain or become re- 


sentful, but it is not often that a young person 
takes it as his task to improve conditions in 
his home. Are we aware that the quality of 
our family life will determine to very large 
extent the character of our lives and of the 
homes which we shall be establishing? Once 
we. recognize what a powerful influence our 
homes exert on us we shall begin to do some 
serious thinking. We need to make an honest 
analysis of our family life, and where improve- 
ments ought to be made, we must accept our 
share of the responsibility for making them. 


APRIL 4.1956 a 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


The Program Leader touched on one of the 
serious weaknesses of American family life when 
he/she said that it takes more than living 
under the same roof to create family life. It 
is most important for families to do and to 
discuss things together. A great deal of un- 
necessary misunderstanding is caused when mem- 
bers of the family do not know what is going 
on. Of course, it is not necessary for parents 
to discuss all business and family matters in 
the presence of their children, but having a 
share in the family’s plans gives young people 
a sense of responsibility they need. Sometimes 
parents accuse young people of being thought- 
less and selfish when the real reason is that 
the young people are ignorant of the family 
problems. When families share in the dis- 
cussion of their plans and problems it not only 
makes for harmony at the present, but it serves 
to prepare the young people for wise home- 
making in later life. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


If we can cultivate two qualities, it will go 
a long way toward improving the quality of 
our home life. The first of these qualities is 
unselfishness. We ordinarily think of ourselves 
as having certain rights in our homes, and we 
are inclined to guard them very jealously. In 
a home where every member insists on his rights 
there is sure to be an abundance of strife. Chris- 
tianity teaches us to be more concerned for the 
rights of others than for our own... in other 
words, to be unselfish. What difference would 
it make in our home and family life if we would 
begin to act unselfishly? 


The other quality is that of forgiveness. Since 
the very best of human beings are very im- 
perfect there are sure to come times when we 
shall suffer wrongs from the other members 
of the family. What do we ordinarily do in 
such cases? Do we demand vengeance and jus- 
tice immediately? What would Christ do? 
What DOES He do when we commit sins against 
Him? He forgives us, and if we are to be His 
people, we too must be forgiving. The best 
place to practice the grace of forgiveness is in 
the home.. There can be no Christian famMy 
life without a large measure of forgiveness. 
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His human creatures that they should grow up 
and receive the greater part of their training for 
later life in family units. It is perfectly right, 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 


The things which have been suggested by the 
preceding speakers are certainly essential to 
happy family life. There is one way of assuring 
that happiness will be attained. We can say 
it very simply in this way: If there is to be a 
Christian family life, Christ must be given first 
place in the home. How can we go about mak- 
ing our homes Christ-centered? 


We can recognize Christ in our homes by 
having grace at meals and by having a time for 
family worship. If these practices are not ob- 
served in our homes, are we interested enough 
in improving our family life to suggest that they 
be begun? 


We can give Christ a larger place in our 
families by bringing Him into the conversation. 
In most homes young people do a good share 
of the talking. How much of it is about Christ? 


We know something of the will of Christ for 
the lives of His people. We know what is meant 
by Christian conduct. If we are sincere Chris- 
tians, we try to live the kind of lives Christ 
would have us live, but we are often inclined 
to “let down” at home. The quality of the total 
family life will be changed as we live for Christ 
at home. The best place to practice Christian 
love is where we do most of our living. . . at 
home. 


Finally, we can improve the quality of our 
home life by bringing the church into our homes 
and our homes into the church. The church 
renders some of its most valuable service as it 
influences the homes of its people. We can help 
the church render this service, if we share with 
the members of the family what we receive 
from the church, and if we will encourage our 
families to be active in the work and worship 
of the church. 


RADIO 
Presbyterian U. S. Series 


Sunday, April 8 


TOPIC: 

| “Christ and Sin That 

Finds Us Out’”’ 
Speaker: 

Dr. David L. Stitt 


Consult Local Station 
for Time 


Write for Copies 
of Messages 


Division of Radio and Television, Atlanta, Ga. 


— 
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Could You Live On 


$8.00 A Month? 


Kalliopi, an evangelical believer, has no one in 
the world to care for her except one of our mis- 
sionaries. All alone in her -tiny room she suffers 
agonizing pain. Bedfast and penniless she needs 

, medicine and other help. Could you under- 
take her support at $15.00 a month? 


The need in Greece cannot be over-emphasized. 
A strong statement? To Americans it may seem 
so, but not to those who have visited that poverty- 
ridden land. How can you exaggerate the misery 
of a country where 35% of the population are 
officially classified as destitute, meaning that they 
earn less than $8.00 a month, while the cost of 
living is almost comparable to ours. Furthermore, 
6 out of 10 children are affected by tuberculosis; 
where there are more lepers than in any other 
country in Europe; where there are 400,000 orphans 
out of a population of less than 8 million. Greece 
in 18 months suffered 4 major earthquakes, render- 


ing one-thirtieth. of its people completely homeless. 


This picture does not “exaggerate.” It is mild 
compared with many in our files. This is just one 
of the thousands we are trying to help. The Amer- 
ican Mission to Greeks is working day and night 
to ship drugs and clothing, to provide food and 
shelter, for the orphaned, the desperately ill, the 
incredibly poor of Greece. And parallelling the 
relief ministry, runs a full-scale program of mis- 
sionary work, Scripture distribution, evangelism 
and Christian education. Through the International 
Cooperation Administration in whose program we 
fully participate, we distribute tons of U.S. surplus 
foodstuffs in Greece. For only $1.00 we can give 
out 22 lbs. of food to a needy family. (All cases 
of reported need are carefully investigated before 
help is given.) For $5.00 we can give out 5 Bibles 
or 25 New Testaments; for $6.00 a clothing pack- 
age; $10.00 will educate a child in our Christian 
Day School for a month, or $15.00 will support 
an orphan in our orphanage; $50.00 will support 
a native missionary for a month. If you wish to 
help Greece in its spiritual and physical need, you 
may do it by sending your contribution to American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. SP, P.O. Box 423 
New York 36, N.Y., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General 
Secretary. (In Canada write to 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ontario.) 
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Mothers Are Vocal With Influence 


A young mother was very much irritated one 
day when her small son spoke to her in rude 
and sharp words. In a fit of anger, she grabbed 
him by the shoulder and giving him a shake 
that was far from gentle said, “I’ll teach you to 
talk that way.” A wise teacher who happened 
to be near, overheard the words and said very 
quietly, “She did.” 


Not only do we teach those around us to 


talk, we teach them to act. The influence of 
our lives is such that no man can measure and 
if we give it but a few minutes thought, we 
can find many examples of what is done be- 
cause of us. We can find so many that it should 
make us want to drop on our knees and ask 
for strength and guidance and help that we may 
do and say the right things. 


As Christian women we have peculiar privi- 
leges and responsibilities. We share in laying 
the Christian foundations for our home and 
having laid the foundations we help to build 
on them daily. To this end we need much. We 
need minds that are keen, backs that are strong, 
visions that are wide and hearts that are kind. 
We need to set an example that will be worth 
following. That is no easy task and many times 
we will fail. We need never, however, lose 
sight of our goal, but even in the midst of fail- 
ure, try again. 


By our example, we need to create an atmos- 
phere of peace. We need the quiet poise and 
gentleness that gives others a feeling of security. 
We need to have the charm that comes from 
inward beauty. We need to remember that God 
so often speaks in a still small voice. 


Few of us attain such radiance. We move 
too fast. We let our lives get so cluttered with 
second best that we crowd out a time for medi- 
tation and prayer. We miss those moments 
alone in which we can refill our souls and give 
thought to the needs of others. How foolish we 


are. We miss the quiet time with God when 
we can renew and recapture His spirit and 
power. We miss the quiet time with ourselves 
when we endeavor to translate that spirit and 
power into our daily lives. If we can take 
such times our lives will become not only less 
hurried but less harried as well. Instead, what 
we do will be done better, we will be able to 
do more and even then there will be something 
of our selves left over for others. 


By our example we need to place first things 
first. If we would strengthen the foundations 
of our homes we must have a keen sense of 
values. If we believe that some things are im- 
portant then we must act as if they are. How 
else can we help those who follow us to do the 
same. There is nothing more needed than con- 
sistent Christians. We know what is right and 
what is important. Let us act as if we do. 


By our example we need to show others that 
our vision is wide. Our world begins at home. 
It is here that we learn the love of God as it 
takes in all people, no matter what their race 
or color or creed. Here we learn the rights of 
others. It is here that we need to free ourselves 
of prejudice and dedicate ourselves to the needs 
of others. 


We speak far more than we realize; for when 
we are silent with words we are vocal with in- 
fluence. With God’s help let us seek to live 
so close to the Master that others seeing us may 
know that we have been with Him. 


(Mrs. D. P., Jr.) Beth McGeachy 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Clothes 
Bible Markers Communion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 


1837 years of Bervico 1956 


To The Church And Clergy 
COx SONS & VINING, ine. 


A challenge ... a hand to guide ... 
Christian Home away from Home 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 


Belhaven College 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


Write To 
McFERRAN CROWE, President 


* High academic standards 

* Strong in the faith 

* Select student body 

* Fine program of recreation and activities 
* Reasonable in cost 


A Four-Year Co-Educational College Owned by The Synod of Mississippi 
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News 


Billy Graham Honored 
in Washington 


Washington, D. C. — In his March 21 Press 
Conference, President Eisenhower referred to 
his 50 minute meeting with Billy Graham the 
day previous, and (in the words of the New 
York Times) “expressed admiration for Billy 
Graham, because the Evangelist understands that 
any advance in the world must be made through 
man’s spiritual nature.” 


The meeting with the President climaxed the 
busy schedule of “welcome home” meetings 
which Mr. Graham has carried out following the 
return from his round-the-world tour of India 
and the Far East. 


First stop on the return across America to 
his Montreat, North Carolina, home was in Chi- 
cago where he addressed the Chicago Executive's 
Club in a capacity meeting on March 16. On 
March 17, Mr. Graham was the featured speaker 
at the Convention of Laymen of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., a meeting attended by 
some 3,000 lay leaders of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


In the Nation’s Capital, the Evangelist was 
honored by a reception in the Caucus Room of 
the Senate, with Senator Frank Carlson (R. 
Kansas) and Senator Price Daniel (D. Texas) 
presiding as hosts. Approximately 400 Senators, 
Congressmen and invited guests attended. Later 
that day Mr. and Mrs. Graham visited Vice 
President Nixon. The final meeting before go- 
ing home was Tuesday morning’s visit with 
President Eisenhower at the White House. 


After a few days of rest, Mr. Graham will 
return to Washington to speak at the Easter 
Sunrise Service in the formal gardens of Walter 
Reed Army Hospital. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


Richmond, Va. 

A compact, 15-page booklet, designed for use 
by the young communicant member of the 
Presbyterian Church, has been prepared by 
John W. and Sally McQueen of Birmingham, 
Ala., and just published by John Knox Press. 
Already, the publication has found enthusiastic 
response in Birmingham’s Woodlawn Presby- 
terian Church where for several years it has been 
used among new members. 


“TI Choose Jesus” came off the press February 
8 and is available through all Presbyterian 
Book Stores. It is copyrighted by C. D. Deans. 


On each-page the young communicant mem- 
ber will find a few words of the meaning of 
becoming a member of the Church, and certain 
pages with blanks for filling in personal signa- 
tures and comments from those who have had 
a part in the church life of the new Presbyterian. 

There is a page for recording the baptism, a 
page on beliefs and the Profession of Faith 
questions. There is listing space for members 
of the session who welcome the new member, 
and a concise message on the meaning of the 
Lord’s Supper. 


There is a page for a picture of the church 
building where the young communicant will 
be worshiping and serving with others. 


There are brief messages on “My Responsi- 
bility,” ‘““My Daily Life,” “My Church Fellow- 
ship,” “My Life Work,’ “My Future in the 


Church,” and one on ‘““The Church Universal.”’ . 


“I Choose Jesus” sells for 25 cents a copy or 
$2.00 per dozen. 


In designing the booklet the McQueens have 
kept in mind that the publication will be some- 
thing to be cherished permanently by boys and 
girls who have united with the Church. 


Clinton, S. C. | 

The Rev. Harry K. Holland, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Marietta, Georgia, 
has been re-elected chairman of the board of 
trustees of Presbyterian College here. He will 
serve for one year. 

Robert M. Vance and J. Ferdinand Jacobs 
of Clinton were re-elected vice chairman and 
secretary. 


KING COLLEGE 


... Coeducational ... Founded 1867 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Libera] Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. 
Board, room, and tuition, $795.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. | 
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Clinton, S. C. 

Six Presbyterian College seniors have com- 
pleted requirements toward degrees for the 
Bachelor of Arts degree. 


The students are as follows: Robert Ray 
Burgess of Burlington, N. C.; Clarence Drayton 
Cooper of Sumter; Richard Gaines Fennell of 
Clinton; William Jerry Hunt of College Park, 
Ga.; Richard Hugh Marshall of Seafridge Air 
Force Base, Mich., and William Ewell Unthank, 
Jr., of Greenville, S. C. 


Clinton, S. C. 

Presbyterian College’s Diamond Jubilee De- 
velopment program sailed over the $300,000 
mark this week as the Atlanta region recorded 
a total of $100,100 at its fourth report meeting 
Tuesday night. 


A final clean-up meeting for Atlanta is sched- 
uled for March 25, and in the meantime, prep- 
arations moved ahead for the campaign in four 
other regions. 


Thus far, $319,654 has been reported in the 
first four months of the campaign which seeks 
$750,000 for Presbyterian College from its two 
controlling Synods of Georgia and South Caro- 
lina during the first year of a_ long-range 
$2,000,000 development program. 


In addition to the $100,100 from 822 sub- 
scribers in Atlanta (an average of $122 per 
gift), a total of $218,000 has been solicited in 
the home area of Laurens and Newberry coun- 
ties and in the form of several early special 
gifts elsewhere. 


Memphis, Tenn. 

A $2,000 grant from Eastman Kodak Com- 
pany came to Southwestern recently “in recog- 
nition of five years service of one of the col- 
lege’s graduates, Cham Canon.’”’ Mr. Canon, a 
native of Maud, Miss., graduated at Southwest- 
ern in 1947, after which he received the Master 
of Science degree from the University of Indiana. 
Following service in the U. S. Army, Mr. Canon 
joined the Eastman Company at Kingsport, 
Tenn. Eastman Company states that it is en- 
larging its contributions to help privately sup- 
ported colleges meet their increasing financial 
needs. “The cost of educating these graduates 
exceeds generally the income the schools receive 
from their tuition fees... . Our grants are made 
in recognition of the concern we share with the 
alumni and other interested supporters of the 
schools in meeting this financial problem,” 
stated Eastman. 


BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


— 
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THE LITTLE JETTS 
“PARTS” 


By WADE C. SMITH 


Price advanced to $2 postpaid, account 
cost of production (including 14 steel dies 
$400) , assembling, packing, mailing; cut- 
outs made from double side suede paper. 


Each set contains 100 “Parts” 


One Set will be given as a premium for 
two paid one year subscriptions to the 


JOURNAL 
OR 


Any one of the four Little Jetts books: 


The Little Jetts Bible (Old Testament) 


The Little Jetts New ‘Testament 
Little Jetts Youth Talks 


Pilgrim’s Progress, illustrated by the 


Little Jetts. 


Address 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


FOR YOU! The New Distinctively 


Evangelical One-Volume Commentary 


THE NEW 
BIBLE 
COMMEN- 
TARY 


The Newest, Finest 
Fully Up-to-Date Con- 
servative Bible Com- 
mentary for the Gen- 
eral Bible Reader. 


You will thrill to this 
wonderful new work 
for reference and study 

“One of the most important religious works to be 
published in our generation, the entire volume breathes 
an atmosphere of freshness, of new approaches, of the 


eq@mthusiastic desire to get at the meaning of the text.’’ 
— Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 


ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE 


MORE THAN 1200 PAGES $ 95 
FIFTY OUTSTANDING WRITERS |. 7 


THE 
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Nashville, Tenn. 


The appointment of eight new missionaries 
to four mission fields of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., and the announcement that the 
active missionary force has reached 477, the 
largest in 28 years, were highlights of the an- 
nual March meeting of the Board of World 
Missions here. 


Another high point was the announcement 
by the Department of Overseas Relief and Inter- 
Church Aid, that contributions of clothing and 
blankets from members of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., reached a total weight of 143,000 
pounds during 1955, sufficient to give the de- 
nomination a ranking of fourth among all the 
$0 American churches cooperating through the 
National Council of Churches relief agency, 
Church World Service. 


The Rev. Paul B. Freeland, secretary of the 
department, announced that the Southern Pres- 
byterians’ standing in per capita gifts of cloth- 
ing and blankets is third in CWS. On the basis 
of the 143,000 pounds of clothing known to 
have been shipped from Presbyterian, U.S., 
churches, per-member gifts averaged .18 pound. 
In other words, Mr. Freeland explained, “It 
took 5.4 people in our Church to collect and 
send to needy overseas one pound of clothing. 
This was the third best among American 
churches, regardless of size, in 1955.” 


Newly appointed missionaries included three 
for Taiwan (Formosa) , two each for Japan and 
the Belgian Congo, and one for Brazil. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth McLellan Kep- 
ler, both natives of China and former mission- 
aries to that country for the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., were appointed evangelistic 
missionaries to Taiwan. Mr. Kepler is pastor 
of the Milford, Del., Presbyterian Church. 


Also going to Taiwan will be Miss Pauline 
(Polly) Harrop of Charleston, W. Va., and 
Richmond, Va. She is now director of Chris- 
tian education for First Presbyterian Church, 
Richmond, and is engaged to the Rev. Robert 
L. Montgomery whom the Board had earlier 
appointed as an evangelistic missionary to 
Taiwan. 


Appointed for educational and evangelistic 
service in Japan are the Rev. and Mrs. John 
Morgan Reagan, Jr., of Fairhope, Alabama. The 
couple will go out to the field after Mr. Reagan 
completes, probably within the year, the re- 
quirements for his Ph.D. Degree from the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh. Mr. Reagan is a native 
of Hartford, Ala., and graduate of Columbia 
Theological Seminary. Mrs. Reagan is a native 
of Sanatorium, N. C., a graduate of Agnes Scott 
College, Decatur, Ga., and former Young 
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People’s Worker in Rock Spring Presbyterian 
Church, Atlanta. 


Two young women were appointed to service 
in the Congo. Miss Marjorie Anne Hoffeld of 
St. Louis, Mo., and the Assembly’s Training 
School, will go to the field via Belgium (for 
language study) in the late summer. Miss Hof- 
feld will graduate from ATS this spring. She 
is a member of Overland Presbyterian Church, 
St. Louis, Mo., and has had extensive teaching 
experience, as well as work with the Migrant 
Ministry of the National Council of Churches. 
She will go as an educational missionary. 


The other young woman, Mlle. Marianne 
Honor Renee de Worm, of Paturages (Hainaut) 
Belgium, is engaged to Mr. George T. McKee, 
Jr., a new missionary to the Congo. Mlle. de 
Worm is now teaching in Brussels, and will go 
out as an educational missionary, probably in 
late summer. 


Romance also plays a part in the single ap- 
pointment to Brazil, for Miss Dorothy Lois 
Baker, of Davidson, N. C., and Charlotte, is 
engaged to the Rev. James Moss, another ap- 
plicant for evangelistic service to Brazil. Miss 
Baker is a Queens College graduate, now doing 
vouth work for Commonwealth Presbyterian 
Church, Charlotte. 


The Board pointed out, however, that the 
29 net gain, out of 35 appointments was barely 
half of the Forward With Christ goal of 56, and 
that opportunities for Christian harvest are 
greater than ever before in all fields in which 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., is at work. The 
total of 477 is still 39 short of the all time high 
of 516 in 1926, when the Church membership 
was barely half the present membership. 


A special feature of the meeting was an ad- 
dress by Dr. J. O. Reavis, retired former Secre- 
tary of the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions. 


The Board expressed its warmest affection 
and appreciation to Dr. and Mrs. Roy Cleve- 
land, now on furlough, who will retire June 1, 
1956, from service in Africa. The Clevelands 
have completed 40 years of work in the Congo. 


RESOLUTIONS 


Adopted unanimously by the Board of World 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


WHEREAS, Mrs. Leighton M. McCutchen, 
the Associate Educational Secretary of our Board 
of World Missions, has accepted the call to serve 
as Executive Secretary of the Board of Women’s 
Work of our church, effective March 1, 1956, 
and the actual removal of her office to Atlanta 
will take place about May 1, 1956. © 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, 
the members of the Board of World Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S., in the 
regular session this day, March 13, 1956, at 
Nashville, Tennessee, express to Mrs. McCut- 
chen our heartiest congratulations and sincere 
best wishes. upon this signal recognition of her 
outstanding qualifications and spiritual leader- 
ship, our deep regret that she is leaving us, our 
thanks to God for all she has meant to us sep- 
arately and as a Board of World Missions, our 
strong sense of personal indebtedness to her, our 
feeling of satisfaction that the direction of the 
work of the Women of the Church is in capable 
and loving hands, and our assurance of earnest 
prayers that our Heavenly Father shall bless 
her richly and use her mightily for good in all 
the days that are ahead. As a small token of 
our affectionate regard and personal esteem we, 
the members of the Board of World Missions, 
request the privilege of presenting to you, Mrs. 
McCutchen, a silver coffee service on this mem- 
orable occasion with the best wishes of every 
member of our Board. Be it further resolved 
that these resolutions be adopted by a standing 
vote of our Board, recorded in the Minutes 
of the Board, copies sent to our church papers, 
a copy sent to the Board of Women’s Work, 
and a copy presented to Mrs. Leighton M. 
McCutchen. 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS AND 
GIFT FOR MRS McCUTCHEN 
Frank Alfred Mathes, Chairman 


Irene M. Bleckschmidt (Mrs. H. C.) 
Dorothy S. Haberyan (Mrs. H. D.) 


“THE VoIcE From CALvary.” Meditations 
on the words of the Passion. Marion Gerard 
Gosselink, D. D. Presbyterian Reformed Pub- 
lishing Company. 


Many have undertaken to comment and write 
on the seven words of our Saviour from the 
cross. ‘These words have a universal appeal. 
They never fail to stir the heart. Any congre- 
gation is enriched when brought under the 
spell of these words spoken from the cross. They 
mark the climax of Christ’s redemptive work. 
Dr. Gosselink shows us here how the _ seven 
words from the dying Saviour are still living. 
He believes that they are more than an event 
in time. They are contemporary. As we listen 
to the Voice from Calvary uttering these words, 
we hear the voice that spoke as never man 
spoke. We hear the voice of the Son of Man 
and also the Son of God. To get the inner 
meaning of the cross the author reminds us that 
we must go deeper than the surface. We must 
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be made aware of the exceeding sinfulness of 
sin and brought to see it in all of its hideous 
reality. 


The most difficult of the seven sayings is, 
“My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” Some expositors gloss over this profound 
saying and some present milk and water theo- 
logical explanations. Dr. Gosselink faces square- 
ly this agonizing cry. He tells us that here is 
the voice of loneliness in which Christ’s perfect 
humanity was speaking. Here Christ identifies 
Himself with us. Here is our substitute. His 
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physical agony is obscured by His soul’s strug- 
gle. Here is the Sin-Bearer. He sums it up in 
these words, “The sense of utter loneliness is 
awful and terrifying as the Sin-Bearer, Jesus 
experienced what is meant by being forsaken 
by God. The conscious presence of the Father 
was withdrawn ‘that He should taste death for 
every man’ the Sinless One was shut out from 
the presence of the Father. 


This volume is marked by a deep knowledge 
of Scripture, a profound insight into human 
hearts, and an ability to preach the passion of 
Christ in a way that will grip the hearts of 
hearers. —J.R.R. 


‘THE PHILOSOPHY OF Epictetus.” John Bon- 
forte. Philosophical Library. $3.00. 


Born a slave, Epictetus became free and finally 
became a teacher of philosophy in Rome. When 
Emperor Domitian banished the philosophers 
from Rome in 90 A. D., Epictetus retired to 
Nicopolis where he taught philosophy as before. 
After Hadrian became Emperor in 117 A. D. 
Epictetus was treated with favor but he prob- 
ably did not return to Rome. He actually wrote 
none of his own philosophy. The entire record 
that we have of his thoughts are from the notes 
taken by one of his pupils named Arrian. Ar- 
rian divided the discourses of Epictetus into 
eight books. In addition he wrote an “Encheir- 
idion” or manual containing many of the max- 
ims of Epictetus. Though not a Christian, 
Epictetus’ discourses contain much homespun 
philosophy of high and ethical character. 


“OUTLINE StTupiEs IN Acts.” W. H. Griffith 
Thomas. William B. Eerdmans. $4.50. 

This work is not intended as a commentary 
that covers exhaustively every verse of the Book 
of Acts. It represents the author’s study at 
various times and for many different occasions. 
The studies are topical following the _ well- 
known divisions of the Book of Acts in the form 
of biographical data in early church history as 
recorded by Luke. These outlines are rich and 
filled with practical applications. For all 
Christian readers it provides excellent devotion- 
al gems of spiritual truth and the pastor will 
find in them a rare source of homiletical ma- 
terial. 


“PRINCIPLES OF MENTAL HEALTH FOR CHRIS- 
TIAN Livinc. C. B. Eavey. Moody Press. $4.00. 


The theme of this book is a popular one in 
our day. It has to do with mental health in 
its bearings on Christian living. The writer 
examines those conditions of mind known as 
mental illness and suggests how these conditions 
may be handled by the Christian. The prin- 
cipal concern expressed here is the prevention 
of mental illness rather than treatment. Its 
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content is presented from the point of view 
that the individual needs to understand him- 
self and to accept himself as he is in order to 
meet successfully the demands of life. 


When we consider the fact that we live in 
an age when more people enter mental hos- 
pitals each year than are graduated from col- 
lege, and that every second bed in the hospitals 
of our land are occupied by patients who are 
mentally ill, it is time that we give more thought 
to this subject. We give more time and thought 
to the care of the body and its ills rather than 
the mind. The author reminds us that the 
ills to which the mind is subject cause far more 
suffering, unhappiness, misery, and inefficiency 
than bodily illness does. 


Dr. Eavey conceives of man as being com- 
posed of three parts—spirit, soul, and body. 
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The whole of these parts is inextricably inter- 
related. Anything that affects one part may 
affect also the other two parts. The author 
does not endeavor to substitute mental hygiene 
for Christian living. He shows that in well- 
balanced Christian living mental hygiene must 
be considered. 


Dr. Eavey presents many witnesses to col- 
laborate his conviction that mental health and 
spiritual life have a vital connection. He shows 
that God and man’s relationship to God have 
much bearing on mental health, and that the 
great problem of mental health in a large part 
is due to man’s loss of contact with spiritual 
realities. 


Many people complain that books of this 
kind are hard to understand. They are usually 
so full of technical terms. The author has suc- 
ceeded in bringing his message in this volume 
into understandable language. Persons with 
very little training in psychology or psychiatry 
or theology can grasp the teachings of this 
volume. 


All persons engaged in counselling and giving 
advice to people who are facing real problems 
in life will find much in this volume that will 
be of real value. Here are the principles that 
will make a Christian happier, less worried, and 


- easier to get along with. The answers are 
Biblical answers. —J.R.R. 


“THE MINISTER’S CONSULTATION’ CLINIC.” 


Simon Doninger. Channel Press, Inc. $3.00. 


Pastoral psychology in action is the main 


_ theme of this volume. The editor presents a 
_ selection of questions, cases, and problems sub- 
mitted by ministers and answered by a board 


of eminent psychiatrists, psychologists, social 


_ scientists and clergymen. This book, therefore, 
_ 1s composed entirely of questions and answers 
_ dealing with the baffling problems that men 
_ and women face daily. 


This volume is illuminating in many ways. 


It reveals the questions people ask, with what 
_ type of problems they want help, and the diver- 
_ sity of answers being given to life situations. 


Theologically speaking, the contributors vary 


| a great deal in their beliefs and viewpoints. 


Section One demonstrates through case _his- 


tories, and questions and answers about them, 
many of the basic facts of psychiatry and psy- 
_ chology as used by a counseling minister. It 


tells how to launch a counseling program and 
points out the dangers. 


Section Two gives the replies received from 
other ministers and psychiatrists, and point a 
way to unique cooperation between the minister 
and _ psychiatrist. 
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Section Three delves into the relationship 
between this newer knowledge of human be- 
havior and its application to specific functions 
of the minister, his preaching, his efforts to 
strengthen the parish, his community work, his 
evangelism, and so on. 


Section Four deals with specific counseling 
situations in which the total resources of both 
psychology and religion must be employed. It 
copes with bereavement, alcoholism, and prob- 
lems of sex. 


Another excellent chapter is entitled ‘“Pre- 
vention Versus Treatment.” Here the observa- 
tion is made that many people join with human- 
istic sociologists in jumping to the conclusion 
that the causes of illness could be eliminated 
by restructuring and re-educating society to make 
it fit basic human nature. This call for the 
man-made millennium overlooks the fact that 
the neurotic, psychotic, and psychosomatic pa- 
tients have grown up in the same society as 
their healthy brothers and sisters. The indi- 
vidual maladjustment results from a complex 
interplay between the individual constitution 
and many environmental factors: personalities 
of parents, position in the family, economic 
conditions, etc. 


Splendid counsel is offered to young ministers 
in the chapter which deals with the pastor 
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and his privacy. The young minister is warned: 
“One of the mistakes that most young ministers 
tend to make is that of becoming too open 
and ‘chummy’ with their people, thereby los- 
ing the certain amount of reserve and distance 
necessary if they are to evoke real confidence 
from members of the congregation.” 


A book of this nature must be read critically 
and with discernment. It contains some chaff 
but also some valuable kernels. In a day when 
Christian ministers are called upon increasingly 
to help people with their problems a book of 
this kind can be very useful. —J.R.R. 


“THe Horny Spirir oF Gop.” W. H. Griffith 
Thomas. Wm. B. Eerdmans. $3.00. 


The contents of this scholarly volume were 
first delivered as lectures on the L. P. Stone 
Foundation at the Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary in 1913. The book is also characterized 
by the author’s distinctive soundness of thought 
and lucidity of expression. Part I deals with 
the Biblical revelation of the doctrine under 


discussion providing a useful summary of Scrip- 


ture testimony concerning the Holy Spirit. It 
shows clearly His relation to Christ, His person- 
ality, His deity, and His work. 


Part II proceeds with the historical inter- 
pretation beginning with the Ante-Nicene Period 
of the church and reaching forward to the 
last century. Part III is the Theological Formu- 
lation of the doctrine as expressed in the Creeds 
and Confessions. 


Part IV brings the discussion up to its Mod- 
ern Application to the individual, the church, 
the world, and certain contemporary movements. 
This is one of the outstanding works published 
on the Holy Spirit and is a valuable contribu- 
tion to Christian literature. 


“THE Worvp’s Charles E. Pont. 
W. A. Wilde Company. $3.50. 


The author is a deep student of the Scrip- 
tures and has done a vast amount of research 
among government records. In the train of such 
preparation, he analyzes world conditions in the 
light of the Bible and movements of our time. 
If one would know more about the history of 
man’s tragic and futile rule of this world and 
more about the devastating effects of the power 
of the universe that he has begun to harness, 
here is the volume that will open the door to 


such knowledge. Not every one will agree with 


all the conclusions that the author draws or 
every detail of his interpretations, but readers 
will find a fresh approach to the prophetic 
Scriptures in this volume. All who are inter- 
ested in the future of the world and things to 
come will find this volume stimulating. 
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“PsyCHOLOGY OF RELIGION.” H. C. Wither. 
ington. Wm. B. Eerdmans. $3.50. 


Dr. Witherington of Belmont College in Nash. 
ville has given here a Christian interpretation 
of man’s behavior in relationship to his religious 
experience. He believes that man is a trinity 
and that a proper study of human behavior and 
motivation involves the spiritual as well as 
the mental and physical aspects of man. This 
work is designed for those who have had only 
limited training in the Bible and_ psychology. 
The author is helpful in showing how psychol- 
ogy and religion are related and are useful to 
each other for understanding and enrichment. 
‘There is a glossary of selected terms from both 
psychology and religion and questions designed 
to determine personality types and religious dis- 
positions. 


In a helpful discussion on the relationship 
between the natural and the supernatural the 
author brings out that demon-possession is clear- 
ly distinguished in the Bible from natural men- 
tal diseases. He writes, “Physical and mental 
sickness although often allied with demoniacal 
possession are distinct from it. Jesus did not 
speak of and to demons in a figurative sense. 
They were real and at times conversed with 
Jesus. Even today authorities recognize that 
there are cases in our hospitals which are not 
explained in terms of physical or mental laws 
whatever psychiatric terminology may be in- 
vented to describe them.” 


This incisive study has much to offer all 
who are interested in the field of psychology 
of religion. —J.R.R. 


“THE SECRET OF THE Lorp.” W. M. Clow. 
Baker Book House. $2.95. 


This 1955 edition is a reprint of an edition 
previously published some years ago in London. 
It is a series of addresses on the sayings and 
doings of Christ during the days He resided 
in the neighborhood of Ceasarea Philippi. The 
Exposition of the words and deeds of Christ 
have been carried out with the constant en- 
deavor to avoid any narrowing isolation of 
them. No word or phrase in the passages studied 
has been pressed beyond legitimate sanction 
and authority. Dr. Clow was one of the great- 
est preachers Scotland ever produced and this 
work still enables the reader to see more clearly 
the glory of Christ and to feel the need of His 
Saving grace. 


“Gop’s PLANS FOR Happy FAMILIES.” ~— Eliza- 
beth B. Jones. Warner Press. $1.50. 


These devotional thoughts for children are 
Bible-centered and are designed to develop the 
habit of public worship and a respect for the 
Lord’s housé. 
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“LETTERS OF SPIRITUAL COUNSEL.” Martin 
Luther. Edited by Theodore G. Tappert. 
Volume 18. Library of Christian Classics. 
Westminster Press. $5.00. 


This is a third in the series of Christian Clas- 
sics which have to do with Martin Luther. The 
others were concerned with the early Luther 
and the theology of the emerging Reformation, 
and emphasized the teacher wrestling with in- 
terpretations of the Bible and inherited theo- 
logical traditions. This book takes Luther out 
of his academic chair and reveals more intimate 
aspects of his reactions to the varied streams 
of contemporaneous life. The editor has gath- 
ered in this volume Luther’s best letters, table 
conversations, and other writings. The work 
spans the whole life of the Reformer and pur- 
sues his activity to the close of his career. In 
it we catch glimpses of Luther’s ministry to 


‘the sick and dying and his instructions to the 


perplexed and faint-hearted.. Here we see his 


- championship of the poor and needy and his 


counsel and problems peculiar to monks and 
nuns, husbands and wives, clergymen and lIay- 
men, citizens and rulers. Luther, the spiritual 
counsellor confronts us in this volume in his 
dealings with real people in the various walks 
of life. 


“EXPOSITORY "THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPELS - 
MATTHEW.” J. C. Ryle. James Clark & Co. 
Ten shillings six pence. 


This volume was first issued in 1856 and 
therefore is now 100 years old. The author 
prepared the exposition for scholars only, but 
insisted that they were for “family and private 
use.” He wrote, “I have a strong conviction 
that we want more reverent deep-searching study 
of the Scriptures in the present day. Most Chris- 
tians see nothing beyond the surface of the 
Bible when they read it. We want more clear 


knowledge of Christ as a living person, a living 


priest, a living physician, a living friend, a 
living advocate at the right hand of God, and a 
living Saviour soon about to come again.” It 
is the considered judgment of many Reformed 
Christians that Ryle’s thoughts on the Gospels 
remain one of the clearest and most scholarly 
expositions ever published. This volume will 
warm the heart of any Christian reader. 


“IDEAS FOR MIDWEEK SERVICE.” Milburn H. 
Miller. Warner Press. $1.75. 


The author of this book believes that if the 
church group will take time out for prayer in 
God’s house, the way will be found to defeat 
Satan, to love God supremely, and to have a 
real burden for lost souls. The materials are 
thoughtfully arranged and readily usable. The 
six chapters are heavily loaded with practical 
suggestions for making the midweek Prayer 
Service more effective. 
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for good to those who love 
. the ‘statement of the Psalmist - “It is good for 


“GREAT PERSONAL Workers.” F. D. White- 
sell. Moody Press. $.50. - 


This book deals with twelve outstanding per- 
sonal workers. The author believes that by the 
example set by these men many others may be 
inspired to use the principles they used with 
such great success. This book could be employed 
with great profit in classes teaching personal 
evangelism and at youth conferences. 


“THESE Atso SUFFER.” William Goulooze. 
Baker Book House. $1.75. 7 


These are the stories of the experiences of 
ten Christians in the crucible of suffering. 
Everyone is rich in human interest. Individual- 
ly and collectively they will. give the reader the 
strong reassurance that all we work together 


me that I have been afflicted that I might learn 
thy statutes.” | 


“‘“Gop’s HOME IN THE CHRISTIAN.” Harold B. 
Street. Moody Press. $.50. 


Many volumes have been written on the 
tabernacle as symbolizing Christ. This is a 
beautiful and necessary teaching basic to that 
which is taught in the Old Testament. This 
book deals with the articles in the tabernacle 
and gives a practical expression of Christian ex- 
perience. 


John R. Richardson says that 

this book has a “wealth of in- 

formation in clear and under- 
standable language.” 
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